
Achieve's "backmapped" Mathematics Benchmarks, K – 12 originated in February 2002 when Achieve 
published Foundations for Success, which defined the math that students need to master by the end of 
grade 8 to be prepared for challenging courses in high school. The expectations for the middle grades 
were developed by Achieve's Mathematics Advisory Panel, a diverse group of university 
mathematicians, mathematics educators, and state and local supervisors of mathematics education.  
 
Subsequent to the release of Foundations, Achieve worked to backmap expectations for grades K – 5 to 
provide a draft set of K – 8 benchmarks. They were further pared in 2007 and became the Elementary 
Mathematics Benchmarks, Grades K – 6 when Achieve subsequently developed its Secondary 
Mathematics Benchmarks, Grades 7 – 12. 
 
Below are the writers and reviewers who helped us in the various stages of this project. We wish to 
thank all the contributors who have influenced and improved our work, though we must also note that 
the names listed below have not necessarily endorsed the final results. The affiliations listed for writers 
and reviewers reflect their position at the time they were involved with the project. 
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 Richard Askey – Professor of Mathematics, University of Wisconsin – Madison 

 Sybilia Beckmann – Professor of Mathematics, University of Georgia 
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