
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

  

 

   Special Edition    
 

 

Dear Reader,   

Across the country, parents and educators are expressing their concerns 

about the volume of student testing throughout the school year. What can 

schools and districts do?   

 

This special edition of Perspective highlights how schools or districts can 

take stock of the amount of testing they require. The Student Assessment 

Inventory Tool for School Districts and supplementary resources will ensure 

that this process is inclusive, thorough, and results-oriented. Everything is 

openly-sourced, free to use, and can be adapted to your specific context 

and needs as Illinois, Idaho, and Delaware have already done.  

 

By thoughtfully engaging in conversation and analysis around testing, we 

can strike the right balance between gathering critical information to help 

our students succeed and not subjecting them to superfluous, misaligned, 

or outdated tests.  

 

Alissa Peltzman, Vice President, State Policy & Implementation Support, 

Achieve  
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How do I get started? 

Student Assessment Inventory for School Districts Overview - This two-page 

document provides a high-level overview of the assessment inventory, its goals, 

and the four-stage inventory process.  

  

The Student Assessment Inventory for School Districts - The inventory itself guides 

districts through a four-step, cyclical process through which they take stock of and 

evaluate each assessment they administer. The assessment inventory, as with all of 

the supplementary resources, is openly licensed under CC BY 4.0, meaning districts 

are free to use and modify as needed.  

  

Guidance for School Districts - This resource was developed to provide additional 

guidance and key questions to assist district and community leaders - 

superintendents, assessment and curriculum leads, teacher leaders, school board 

members, and local advocates - in ensuring that their district's assessment 

inventory process is meaningful and actionable.  

  

   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

How can I train others to use the tool? 
 

Training Materials - To guide district leaders who are leading or considering an 

assessment inventory in their districts, Achieve has created training materials 

(including ready-to-use PowerPoint slides) around Setting the Context, Inventory 

Planning, Stakeholder Mapping, Communications and Messaging, andAssessment 

Inventory Scenarios.  
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How should I engage with teachers, parents, 
and students and incorporate their voices into 
the process? 

Communications and Messaging Guide - This chart outlines the critical steps and 

questions involved in a communications planning process around the Assessment 

Inventory.  

  

Listening to Teachers: Sample Focus Group and Survey Materials - Teachers are 

the primary administrators, interpreters, and users of assessments; consequently, 

their front-line perspectives are essential for "taking the temperature" on the 

assessment environment in a district and building the case for action. This resource 

guides districts through designing and using focus groups and surveys to 

incorporate teacher perspectives into the inventory process.  

  

Listening to Parents: Sample Focus Group and Survey Materials - Parents are 

justifiably concerned about the amount of testing their children experience in 

public schools. Understanding how parents perceive, interpret, and use 

assessments is critical to the inventory process. This resource guides districts 

through designing and using focus groups and surveys to incorporate parent 

perspectives into the inventory process. 

  

Listening to Students: Sample Focus Group and Survey Materials - Students have 

unique perspectives through their direct experiences taking tests. Their 

perspectives are essential for "taking the temperature" on the assessment 

environment in the district and building a case for action. This resource guides 

districts through designing and using focus groups and surveys to incorporate 

student perspectives into the inventory process. 
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How do we address concerns about testing for 
diverse learners? 
 

Considerations for Special Education Assessment Systems - Students receiving 

special education services are a group for whom a special set of assessments 

may be used. Understanding who students with disabilities are and the 

assessments that are required for these students is important when addressing 

questions about the volume of testing. This resource was produced in partnership 

with the National Center for Educational Outcomes (NCEO) at the University of 

Minnesota. 

 

Considerations for Assessing English Language Learner Students - English language 

learners (ELLs) now represent a substantial proportion of students in many districts. 

This paper describes their history in the assessment system, the connections 

between content and English language proficiency assessments, and how the 

assessments these students take can be included in an assessment inventory 

process. This resource was produced in partnership with Dr. Kenji Hakuta at 

Stanford University and Understanding Language.  

  

    

  
 

 

 

  

How have states used the Assessment Inventory 
Tool already? 

Several states have adapted Achieve's assessment inventory and supported 

districts in examining local assessment systems. For example, the Delaware 

Department of Education is providing grants to all districts in the state to complete 

Achieve's assessment inventory process by the end of 2015. The state is also using 

the tool to analyze all state assessments, and posted their state assessment 

inventories on their website. The Connecticut State Department of Education 

provided approximately 50 grants to districts to engage in an assessment 

inventory process by summer 2015. The Illinois State Board of Education adapted 
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the assessment inventory and provided assessment inventory training materials, 

and developed modules on assessment literacy. 

 

 

          

 

         Illinois                                     Idaho                                        Delaware             

 

"Overall, we have reduced the amount of 'required' district assessment at every 

level by at least 90 minutes per benchmark period, and anticipate that we will 

consider eliminating more of the General Outcome Measures as we gather critical 

evidence about student performance from other measures over time." 

- Jean Korder, Urbana School District 116, Illinois 

 

"The recommendations that resulted from this work went beyond simply continuing 

or eliminating an assessment. It was clear that yearly evaluation of the district's 

assessments is necessary." 

- West Aurora School District 129, Illinois 
   
  

 

Additional Resource 
 

Comprehensive Statewide Assessment Systems: A Framework for the Role of the 

State Education Agency in Improving Quality and Reducing Burden - In October 

2014, CCSSO and the Council of the Great City Schools (CGCS) committed to 

evaluate and improve the quality and quantity of student assessments in public 

schools. This resource is intended to support and guide state leaders as they 

determine the state's role, evaluate their state assessment systems and move 

towards a comprehensive high-quality assessment system.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-5Sl4o2nbZys8zUldoXjcoujeGBKBMUGXM23Aorc4HdmoclxRG1RX03mHkVpBu0ZySm1DvzAxEtCJ2CxAVY_KGrPRwp7IzOQLtsB-q7zXTf3rSH39r9KL-o9y6OS8W-E75XJHcSTqbrGLRzw2sAyF3ZG0bc5J9N6QS3hihLaRVUJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-5Sl4o2nbZys-a3bPrlZb4K0ZgbV2MXQFIGleCwoXi4lJxTYnixuybbo9naSFXCAv-51Iw8ToqSFLDg4aSJURLgY1XQPxegdH-afplqlqfHXUiAodk3qsR6WRjAtec3G44uCFkg9QW0nl5NG4Jp0RTIn6z9floFWZcbwCDMb-ipxnGjDIYC_2HLAAapJZi9w8A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-wu49BaXyH7khkrCQ6HTDS-BrYEtes_37a-uZw-SVeLkPQXJtNk5IP0q76nXDaNc8qxCPN7iT9k0UnNaZckwljZUOqdhHgOpmgS0p_VJULDkIJqwfNA2oewBei2clPuWQsiicf6ONHGg&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-5Sl4o2nbZysz8C0l9zPBTi6bUJbXPTs75rChqH8LZqJho2v4wiyKieiGMvLi2cqTl3OEVOpbd8ThhtLlj-3c5a6WfVfD97OOyrt3Ui1fGN9131JtnNYC50-bQkoywxSFmfZ1HCg0wbBMsxM7RvmwOz_7todFcdX4940moQqlgmJa20FQWROU1TBw8ySM2Oc9hF1zYBaW4nnpayd9VauHuSV83RiS4hQ5y0QJZLZcIrmpP5XHGCVbI_kcHNZ-FmZ9Z55-ExkFNsSD-27BR2lOIUaxv19dUPLsNGVkfsrKfv4iGOCE7auEczXWGv9c8skuHIr4ko0Pn5hsb0a40yj_TM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-5Sl4o2nbZysz8C0l9zPBTi6bUJbXPTs75rChqH8LZqJho2v4wiyKieiGMvLi2cqTl3OEVOpbd8ThhtLlj-3c5a6WfVfD97OOyrt3Ui1fGN9131JtnNYC50-bQkoywxSFmfZ1HCg0wbBMsxM7RvmwOz_7todFcdX4940moQqlgmJa20FQWROU1TBw8ySM2Oc9hF1zYBaW4nnpayd9VauHuSV83RiS4hQ5y0QJZLZcIrmpP5XHGCVbI_kcHNZ-FmZ9Z55-ExkFNsSD-27BR2lOIUaxv19dUPLsNGVkfsrKfv4iGOCE7auEczXWGv9c8skuHIr4ko0Pn5hsb0a40yj_TM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-5Sl4o2nbZys8zUldoXjcoujeGBKBMUGXM23Aorc4HdmoclxRG1RX03mHkVpBu0ZySm1DvzAxEtCJ2CxAVY_KGrPRwp7IzOQLtsB-q7zXTf3rSH39r9KL-o9y6OS8W-E75XJHcSTqbrGLRzw2sAyF3ZG0bc5J9N6QS3hihLaRVUJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-5Sl4o2nbZys-a3bPrlZb4K0ZgbV2MXQFIGleCwoXi4lJxTYnixuybbo9naSFXCAv-51Iw8ToqSFLDg4aSJURLgY1XQPxegdH-afplqlqfHXUiAodk3qsR6WRjAtec3G44uCFkg9QW0nl5NG4Jp0RTIn6z9floFWZcbwCDMb-ipxnGjDIYC_2HLAAapJZi9w8A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-wu49BaXyH7khkrCQ6HTDS-BrYEtes_37a-uZw-SVeLkPQXJtNk5IP0q76nXDaNc8qxCPN7iT9k0UnNaZckwljZUOqdhHgOpmgS0p_VJULDkIJqwfNA2oewBei2clPuWQsiicf6ONHGg&c=&ch=


  

    

  
 

 

  

  

 

  

Using these resources in your district? 

 
 

We are interested in learning from your experiences and welcome your 

feedback! Please contact Jacob Mishook at jmishook@achieve.org or 202-745-

2316 to share your thoughts.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

All students should graduate from high school 
ready for college, careers, and citizenship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© 2015. All Rights Reserved. 

 

          

 

 

 

 
 

 

This email was sent by news@achieve.org |   
 

 

  
 
Achieve | 1400 16th Street, NW | Suite 510 | Washington | DC | 20036 

 
   

 

mailto:jmishook@achieve.org
mailto:news@achieve.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-5Sl4o2nbZys2v7pf3hh7etPhs-5rVOJh6b4uJRT4yohNYKLx7zRHNTOBzlO8o57O4jE98U_de3sDlDTZYfZkUO6aOz7k5W-5JdZ-ZAvGRDUGNd9enOVicU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-5Sl4o2nbZyst-FKLpyUxqfnM7XI8BU72F6hFGPtL8pmPCMe4PK-Z7RR58A4tKi4Ksze0lVSEgfj0MuD40gbBg2X5XATFeTpEWe59OH47rrQlpMe7NxEXKbxyCHzk_6-_zVvStvhpT8DbYdyXPWn-XHyH58_YsPy4LqtsdYysZWeKtiS4bWiTczoaFvxg3yQ-FU5tR_9pyXq6Aqia0OuAqDReBNX8mS5NiAn_c6foGeHBhr6cRHCi6J924NZGxN-e2p06gvJBGRG1kgu7YuU0Fv8l7JmQomuVhfqiTJqVrXcv_PVS-CEHdbzCzHWibcciHysfyZrZe9nCF4cVFu307tDk5Uxb9crVfXUtgt0R66LITaU285NXbrzLT5WsaJfflMseJVVuoGzS5QNz6jpXrgcmvbdPVCx_Wf_l97zMAaK&c=&ch=
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001EyrL5yu9wHEFCHL0Amqp6A%3D%3D&ch=55917a10-92da-11e3-8056-d4ae5275396f&ca=8c13e825-e9f6-41a9-9f50-0889d8b45bc5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-zXR9qXQhI9hvokQ3GYSt3ruKteZPs9Y7kgjeIFXCsha_RbW5WvrL0_eaw4iMSCCNxOzoNL1wqEGFfDISk7FBgaf9y_pk0w_VyOrm1TrUQXn2MatqOyvjOONS68lRCo0HyRKx0BNM3Ahnzyr485yq8a-uRWkO9xV2Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012ormzaOK5IWjQvvVrT_IFwXdSEIwrKVCROIW7pvwc-5gYb8TetRv-0duH4lT31_rU87dMnvkdA9MoDZ_LmmF-OCJvl_FgU5p5_sR2hatnPWh2TWP8hOAkg9CeW2VvcJ1-GxD9zaxHl5_iSTVBysxpRVNSaEWB320VTc9kItTOCm5WPnMoxhboQ==&c=&ch=

